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The  Medical  Officer’s  Report 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 

It  will  be  understood  that  only  the  first  part  of  1948  is 
covered,  as  my  duties  were  then  taken  over  by  the  full  time 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  though  statistics  cover  the  whole  year. 

Tlie  housing  situation  has  improved  very  satisfactorily  and 
housing  estate  at  Gurnos  is  very  gratifying  to  visit,  both  from 
the  type  of  house  erected  and  the  layout  of  the  estate,  and  the 
obvious  satisfaction  of  the  tenants. 

The  Ffrydiau  Twrch  Water  Scheme  has  proved  most  satis- 
factory and  will  I am  sure  prove  of  inestimable  benefit  if  the 
forecast  of  twienty  five  years  prolonged  summers  with  lass  rain 
is  true. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

G.  E.  DAVID, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  District  consists  of  two  Parishes,  Ystradgynlais  Higher 
and  Ystradgynlais  Lower,  their  respective  areas  being  13,182 
and  9,016  acres,  a total  of  22,198  acres. 

Population. — 11,420. 

Industries. — Ystradgynlais  Lower  is  more  industrial  in  natui’e 
than  Ystradgynlais  Higher  and  is  more  thickly  populated.  The 
chief  industries  are  coal  mining,  watch  making,  quarrying  and 
agriculture. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Bii'ths. — 

(a)  Live  Births: 


Total  185  — 180  legitimate;  5 illegitimate 

Males  93  — 89  legitimate;  4 illegitimate 

Females  92  — 91  legitimate;  1 illegitimate 


(b)  Still  Births:  Males  6;  Females  2. 


Deaths. — ^^Total  114  — Males  70;  Females  44. 


Clauses  of  Death : Males 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  4 

Tuberculosis:  Other  forms  1 


Syphilitic  Diesase 

Influenza  

Acute  Polio  Myel. 
Cancer  of  U terus 


Cancer  of  Stomach  5 

Cancer  of  Breast  - 

Cancer:  Other  Sites  6 

Diabetes  - 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions, 5 

Heart  Disease  18 

Disease  of  Ciix^ulatory  System  - 

Bronchitis  6 

Pneumonia  1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  6 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum - 

Appendicitis  

Other  Digestive  Diseases  4 

Nephritis  2 

Premature  Birth  1 

Con.  Mai.:  Birth  inj 1 

Road  Accidents  1 

Other  violent  causes  2 

Other  causes  6 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  - 

Suicide  1 


Females 

, 4 

, 1 


3 

4 
1 
6 
9 
2 

3 

1 


2 


7 

1 


Total  70  44 


Infectious  Disease. — The  chief  epidemics  were  Measles,  Scar- 
let Fever  and  Whooping  Cough,  but  thei’e  were  no  deaths. 


Diphtheria  2 

Tuberculosis  16 

Mening'itis  1 


LABORATORY  FACIUTIES 

Gei.eral  Medical. — Dr.  A.  F,  Sladden,  Beck  Laboratory, 

'General  Hospital,  Swansea.  ^ 

Water  Supplies. — Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Carmai'then. 

Milk. — (a)  Resasurin  Test: 

Ministry  of  Agriculture  Area  Laboratory, 

Brecon. 

(b)  Tuberculin  Test: 

Aberystwyth  University  Laboratories. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

(a)  Maternity. — This  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 
Tlie  scheme  is  totally  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory.  We  are 
dependent  on  there  being  accommodation  in  hoispitals  lof  other 
counties  and  it  is  only  complicated  cases  they  are  prepared  to 
take. 

(b)  General.^ — General  Hospital  Facilities  ai^e  on  the  whole 
satisfactory  and  adequate,  but  waiting  lists  for  admission  are 
long  especially  for  orthopaedic  and  gynoccological  cases.  Hos- 
pitals serving  the  area  are : 

(a)  Swansea  General  and  Eye  Hospital. 

(b)  Emergency  Hospital,  Morriston. 

(c)  West  Glamorgan  Hospital,  Neath. 


Chief  Notifiable  Diseases.— 


Measles  49 

Scarlet  Fever  11 

Vericella  12 

Wliooping  'Gough  ...  6 


(c)  Infectious  Fevers. — We  are  solely  dependent  on  the  gcod 
nature  of  other  authorities  and  the  average  cost  to  this  Authori- 
ty is  £32,10.0  per  case.  At  present  there  is  an  arrangement 
with  Pontardawe  R.D.C.  to  take  Ystradgynlais  cases  at  a cost  of 
£3  3s.  Od.  per  week  plus  ambulance  cost.  Hospital  seiwing  the 
area  is  Hill  House  Isolation  Hospital,  Swansea. 
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(d)  Tubeixulosis. — .Sanatorium  at  Oraigynos  is  administered 

by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  which  also  has 
charge  of  the  area  clinics.  m 

(e)  Mental  Disieiases. — C^ses  cared  for  at  the  Cjounty  Mentm 
Hospital,  Talgarth. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  District  has  seven  piped  supplies,  five  of  which  are 
chlorinated  and  samples  are  periodically  taken  for  Bacteriological 
analysis. 

% 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report 


Mr.  Chainnan  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  youi*  consideration  my 
annua]  report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1948. 

During'  the  period  under  review  1402  visits  were  made,  890 
of  which  were  in  respect  of  Housing.  During  the  year  131 
families  were  rehoused  most  of  which  being  families'  living  in 
overcrowded  conditions  or  were  families  that  had  never  before 
loccupied  a house  of  theii’  own. 

Sampling  of  School  Milk,  Ice  Cream  and  Water  Supply,  was 
carried  out  systematically  during  the  year  and  the  retailed  milk 
was  sampled  regularly  under  the  National  Milk  Testing  and 
Advisory  Schemie.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  only  9 % of  the 
Milk  sampled  were  recorded  as  unsatisfactory  compared  with 
16%  for  the  previous  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

Housing  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  (Housing  Acts 
and  Public  Health  Acts)  

890 

Nuisances  

78 

Drainage  

51 

Infectious  Diseases  

29 

Veraiinous  Premises 

21 

Farms,  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  

62 

Factories  and  Workshops 

2 

Food  Premises 

72 

Bakehouses  

2 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

78 

Inspections  under  Infestation  Order 

52 

Miscellaneous  Visits 

65 

Total 


1402 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  during  the  ^ 

year  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 8i:W 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  for  the  purpose 890 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year 
without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  lof  dwiellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
offioers  31 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Acts  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  4 

2,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices  2 

(a)  By  owners  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts, 

1,  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  remedied 20 

2.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  defects 

remedied,'  after  seiwice  of  formal  notices  20 

(a)  By  owners  20 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing- 

Act,  1936. 

1.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  v^hich  Demo- 

lition Orders  were  made Nil 

2.  — Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

3.  — ^Statutory  Notice  served  under  Water  Act  Nil 

4.  — Number  complied  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

1.  Number  of  iSsparate  Tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  Nil 
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2. 


— Number  of  Separate  Tenements  in  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  tenements  or  rooms  having  been 
rendered  fit  


Nil 


NOTICES  SERVED. 
Under  the  Housing  Acts; 

Number  of  Infonnal  Notices  Served 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with 

Niunber  of  Formal  Notices  served 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with 
Under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 
Number  of  Inf  ormal  Notices  complied  with 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  complied  with 


11 

9 

4 

2 

25 

22 

20 

20 


Under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 : 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  Nil 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  Nil 


Public  Cleanisiinig. — Two  lorries  are  in  operation  and  five  men 
are  eniployed  on  Refuse  Collection  and  one  man  is  employed  part- 
time  m work  on  the  Refuse  Tips.  The  refuse  tips  are  also 
periodically  treated  by  the  Rodent  Operator  and  rats  are  kept 
down  to  a minimum  on  the  tips.  The  whole  district  is  covered 
three  times  weekly  and  during  the  year  2280  Loads  were  carried 
to  the  tips  having  a total  tonnage  of  5088  tons. 

Salvage. — Tlie  collection  of  Salvage  was  maintained,  one  lorry 
being  used  every  afternoon  for  this  work.  The  amount  collected 
is  practically  identical  with  that  collected  the  previous  year,  the 
total  tonnage  being  27  tons  10  cwts.  valued  at  approximately 
£159. 

Nuisances. — ^The  district  is  systematically  inspected  for  the 
existence  of  nuisances  most  of  which  are  remedied  informally. 
Five  Preliminary  Notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  all  of  which  were  complied  with. 

Disinfection. — Disinfection  was  carried  out  in  22  houses  fol- 
lowing cases  of  infectious  diseases.  The  houses  were  sprayed  and 
fumigated  and  a free  supply  of  disinfectant  given  the  occupiers 
for  further  use.  Compensation  for  bedding  and  bedclothes  burnt 
after  prolonged  cases  of  Tuberculosis  was  paid  in  two  cases. 
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Disinfestation. — 46  Houses  were  disinfested  with  DDT  solu- 
tion with  excellent  results  in  all  cases.  I 


Milk  Samplinig. — 901  samples  were  taken  from  retailers  and 
sent  for  the  Resasurin  Test  at  the  Brecon  Laboratory  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  The  results  were  as 
follows : — > 


Category  A — 783.  Category  B — 36.  C^ategory  iCi — 82. 

Housinig. — From  the  table  of  inspections  it  will  be  noted  that 
811  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  most  lof  these  being 
in  respect  of  lovercrowding  and  applications  for  Council  houses 
and  sub-letting  at  Council  houses.  The  repair  of  sub-standard 
houses  was  not  overlooked  and  53  houses  were  improved  as  the 
result  of  Notices  (Formal  and  Informal)  served  upon  owners. 

In  the  work  of  re-housing,  131  of  the  most  badly  housed 
families  were  re-honsed  by  the  Council  and  of  these  31,  families 
were  rehoused  from  Category  5 houses,  82  from  overcrowded 
houses  and  53  of  these  families  had  never  before  had  a house 
of  their  own.  The  total  number  of  persons  rehoused  was  420. 
Of  the  above  total  of  131  houses,  23  were  allocated  to  key 
workers  who  had  moved  into  the  district  to  help  build  up  the  new 
industries. 


School  Milks. — ^25  Samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  supplied  to 
local  Schools  were  sent  for  the  Phosphatese  Tests,  11  of  which  * 
were  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Food  anid  Druigs  Act. — 7 6 visits  were  made  to  butcher’s  shops, 
ice  cream  premises,  fried  fish  shops  and  other  food  stores.  Tlie 
following  articles  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food: — 


Beetroot,  12  Tins. 
Tinned  Milk,  37  Tins. 
Baked  Beans,  21  Tins. 
Cooked  Peas,  17  Tins. 
Grape  Fruit,  4 Tins. 
Tomatoes,  2 Tins. 
Roast  Beef,  1 Tin. 
Frozen  Beef,  153f  lbs. 
Bacon,  19  lbs. 

Tinned  Meat,  19  Tins. 


Haddock,  28  lbs. 

Lamb,  40  lbs. 

Cheese,  12  lbs. 

Ham,  12^  lbs. 

Butter,  27  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruit,  7 Tins. 
Marmalade,  4 Tins. 
Orange  Juice,  10  Tins. 
Cake  Powder,  60  Pkts. 
Poultry,  51  lbs. 
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35  Samples  of  loe-Cream  from  all  local  manufacturers  were 
ent  for  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  the  results  being  as  follows : — 


Grade  1 — Satisfactory  

7 

Grade  2 — Fair  

...  10 

Grade  3 — Unsatisfactory 

12 

Grade  4 — Very  unsatisfactory 

6 

Water  Supply. — 22  Samples  of  water  were  sent  for  Bacterioi- 
logical  Analysis  and  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Date. 

AVater  Supply; 

Result. 

30/1/48 

Colbren  Supply  . 

Satisfactory 

1/3/48 

Penwyllt 

Satisfactory 

2/4/48 

Nantmarl 

. Satisfactory 

14/5/48 

Colbren 

Satisfactory 

7/6/48 

Lion  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

5/6/48 

Ff rydiau  Twrch  , 

Satisfactory 

26/6/48 

Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

1/7/48 

Lion  Supply 

Satisfactory 

26/7/48 

Colbren 

. Satisfactory 

28/7/48 

Nantmarl 

Unsatisfactory 

28/8/48 

Ff  rydiau  Twrch  . 

Highly  Unsatisfactory 

28/8/48 

Nantmarl 

Unsatisfactory 

3/9/48 

Ff  rydiau  Twrch  . 

Satisfactory 

4/9/48 

Penwyllt 

Unsatisfactory 

4/9/48 

Gwernyorath 

Unsatisfactory 

18/9/48 

Garwleisiau 

Satisfactory 

18/9/48 

Penrhiw  Spring  . 

Satisfactory 

20/9/48 

Lion  Supply 

Unsatisfactory 

15/10/48 

Colbren 

. Satisfactory 

28/10/48 

Ffrydiau  Twrch  . 

Satisfactory 

29/10/48 

Penwyllt 

Unsatisfactory 

6/12/48 

Penwyllt 

Unsatisfactory 

Rodent  Control. — The  work  of  the  Rodent  Operator  during 
the  year  is  summarised  as  follows : — 


No.  Treated 

Points 

Laid 

Estimatsd 

Killed' 

Dodies 

Found 

Sewers  

All  Sections 

221 

95 

34 

Refuse  Tips  

16 

315 

95 

234 

River  Banks  

107 

35 

69 

Private  Premises 

137 

1616 

318 

679 

Business  Premises  ... 

S 

150 

31 

72 

Totals  . . . 

156 

2409 

574 

1088 
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It  gives  satisfaction  to  note  that  the  Council’s  Sewers  are 
remarkably  free  from  infestation  whilst  the  refuse  tips  aftei^ 
steady  and  persistent  treatment  are  kept  well  under  controlIP 
The  sewer  outfall  works  are  still  badly  infested,  although  the 
position  there  is  now  vastly  improved  when  compared  with 
conditions  prevailing  a few  years  ago. 


Rainfall. — Rainfall  figures  for  the  year: — 


January 

13.37 

February 

3.88 

March 

3.51 

April 

4.24 

May 

3.65 

June 

7.08 

July 

3.02 

August  . . . 

10.00 

September 

8.58 

October  ... 

5.42 

November 

3.12 

December 

11.45 

Total  for  the  year  ...  77.32 

I am  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EMLYN  JONES. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


